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way, as if you would have me believe I had some great
design, and that you had found it out: your phrases are,
that rny letter had the effect you judge I designed; that
you are amazed to reflect on what you judge the cause of
it: and wish it may be in your power to love and value me
while you live, &C.1

In answer to all this, I might with good pretence enough
talk starchly, and affect ignorance of what you would be
at; but my conjecture is, that you think I obstructed your
insinuations, to please my own, and that my intentions were
the same with yours; in answer to all which, I will, upon
my conscience and honour, tell you the naked truth. First,
I think I have said to you before, that, if my fortunes and
humour served me to think of that state, I should certainly,
among all persons on earth, make your choice; because I
never saw that person whose conversation I entirely valued
but hers; this was the utmost I ever gave way to. And,
secondly, I must assure you sincerely, that this regard of
mine never once entered into my head to be an impedi-
ment to you: but I judged it would, perhaps, be a clog to
your rising in the world; and I did not conceive you were
then rich enough to make yourself and her happy and easy.
But that objection is now quite removed by what you have
at present, and by the assurances of Eaton's livings.2 I told
you indeed, that your authority was not sufficient to make
overtures to the mother, without the daughter's giving me
leave, under her own or her friend's hand; which, I think,
was a right and a prudent step. However, I told the mother
immediately, and spoke with all the advantages you deserve,
But, the objection of your fortune being removed, I declare
I have no other; nor shall any consideration of my own
misfortune of losing so good a friend and companion as her,
prevail on me, against her interest and settlement in the
world, since it is held so necessary and convenient a thing

1  During the two months that had elapsed since the preceding-
letter was written, Tisdall had evidently communicated to Swift his
desire to marry Stella, and Swift had replied deprecating Tisdall's
suit principally on the ground of prudence.

2  This reference is to the Rev. Richard Eaton, who was beneficed
in co. Donegal, and was Rector of the parish in which the town
of Dunfanaghy is situated, a living which, before the disestablish-
ment of the Irish Church, was in the gift of Trinity College, Publin.
Administration of Eaton's goods was granted to his  children on
9 November, 1705.Reign of Queen Anne," i, 239).gyman, then holding a minor canonry in St. Patrick's Cathedral
